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CITY OF CLEWISTON 

Regular Commission Meeting 

August 19, 2013 

 

The City of Clewiston City Commission held its regular Commission meeting in the City Hall 

Commission Chambers Monday, August 19, 2013.  The meeting was called to order at 5:00 p.m. by 

Mayor Phillip Roland.    Commissioner Pittman gave the invocation and the audience recited the 

Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Attendance: 

 

Commissioners Present:  Mayor Phillip Roland, Commissioner Mali Gardner, Commissioner James 

Pittman, and Commissioner Julio Rodriguez.  Commissioner Richard Miller was absent. 

 

Personnel Present:  City Manager Al Perry, Finance Director Ted Byrd, Police Chief Don Gutshall,  

City Clerk Marilyn McCorvey, Library Director Ava Barrett, Golf Course Superintendent Ronnie 

Ford, Recreation Director Lance Ramer,  City Attorney Charles Schoech, City Engineer Tommy 

Perry, Debbi Towner and Karen Moore. 

 

Visitors Present:  Nenette Akin, Jerry Cochran, Asa & Betty Godsey,  and Ramon Iglesias. 

 

ADDITIONS/DELETIONS/CHANGES TO THE AGENDA –   None 

 

1.     Consent Agenda   
 A.   City Commission Minutes – July 15, 2013 

 B. City Commission Workshop Minutes – July 11, 2013 

 C. City Commission Budget Workshop Minutes – July 11, 2013 

D. City Commission Budget Workshop Minutes – July 22, 2013 

 

  Commissioner Gardner made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Pittman to 

approve the Consent Agenda. 4 yeas, 0 nays.  Commissioner Richard Miller was 

absent.  

 

  PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 

 2.     Ordinance No. 2013-05 – Final Reading – The first reading of this ordinance was on July 15.  

This is the second and final reading of this ordinance which adopts the revised Code of 

Ordinances.  Mayor Roland opened the Public hearing. City Manager Perry read Ordinance 

2013-05 by title and stated the Public Hearing was advertised in the Clewiston News on August 

1, 2013.  There being no other comments, the Public Hearing was closed. 

 

  Commissioner Pittman made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Gardner, to 

adopt Ordinance No. 2013-05 on second and final reading. 4 yeas, 0 nays.  

Commissioner Richard Miller was absent.  

 

 3. Variance Request for 414 East Sagamore Avenue, Osvaldo Perez – This property has been 

approved for a new home to be built with CDBG funds.  In order to build this home, a 15 feet 

variance in lot width and a 2 feet side setback reduction (10 feet to 8 feet) are required. The 

Planning & Zoning Board met on August 5 and recommends approval of this request.  Mayor 

Roland opened the Public Hearing.  City Manager Perry stated the Public Hearing was advertised 

in the Clewiston News on August 8, 2013.  There being no other comments, the Public Hearing 

was closed. 

 

  Commissioner Pittman made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Gardner, to 

approve the Variance Request for 414 East Sagamore Avenue. 4 yeas, 0 nays.  

Commissioner Richard Miller was absent.  

 

 4. Variance Request for 402 East Trinidad, Dora Cortez – This property has been approved for 

a new home to be built with CDBG funds.  In order to build this home, a reduction of lot width 

requirements of 75 feet to 50 feet, side setbacks from 10 feet to 7.50 feet and the lot area from 

7,500 to 6,000 square feet are required. The Planning & Zoning Board met on August 5 and 

recommends approval of this request.  Mayor opened the Public Hearing.  City Manager Perry 
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stated the Public Hearing was advertised in the Clewiston News on August 8, 2013.  There being 

no other comments, the Public Hearing was closed. 

 

  Commissioner Pittman made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Rodriguez, to 

approve the Variance Request for 402 East Trinidad. 4 yeas, 0 nays.  

Commissioner Richard Miller was absent.  

 

 5. Special Exception for Clewiston Marina, Inc. - Clewiston Marina, Inc. has requested a Special 

Exception to operate an RV Park within an R-3 Residential District and allow use of a mobile 

home for a manager/caretaker at 901 North Francisco Street.  The Planning & Zoning Board met 

on August 5 and recommends approval of this Special Exception with the following stipulations: 

(1) special exception expires on October 1, 2020, (2) a vegetative buffer on west side of property 

be planted immediately, (3) property must comply with City landscape code, (4) owner must 

meet with Building Official to determine condition of all current structures, (5) only one mobile 

home, maximum of 52 feet in length for use by park manager, (6) no gas generators shall be 

allowed, (7) no ATV’s shall be allowed, and (8) lighting shall be directed away from neighboring 

residences.  Mayor Roland opened the Public Hearing.  City Manager Perry stated the Public 

Hearing was advertised in the Clewiston News on July 25, 2013.  Commissioner Pittman asked 

what proximity to the neighboring residences would the buffer be placed.  Ramon Iglesias came 

forward and was sworn in by City Attorney Schoech.  Mr. Iglesias stated there is 71 feet from the 

showers to the property line and the mobile home office will be about 80 feet from the line.  

There will have to be a determination of where the buffer will actually be put.  Commissioner 

Pittman stated the property was operated as an RV park for a long time and he has no problem 

rezoning it back to an RV park.  Commissioner Gardner stated that when we granted the county a 

special exception, there was no stipulation that the mobile home should be a new model.  Mr. 

Iglesias stated that if he can find a used unit and make it look like a new one, he would purchase 

it.  Commissioner Gardner stated this special exception will put the property back on the tax rolls 

and bring more people to Clewiston and that will help our economy.  Mayor Roland closed the 

Public Hearing.   

 

  Commissioner Pittman made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Gardner,  to 

approve the  Special Exception with the following stipulations: (1) special 

exception expires on October 1, 2020, (2) a vegetative buffer on west side of 

property be planted, (3) property must comply with City landscape code, (4) 

owner must meet with Building Official to determine condition of all current 

structures, (5)  one mobile home which looks new, maximum of 52 feet in length 

for use by park manager shall be allowed, (6) no gas generators shall be allowed, 

(7) no ATV’s shall be allowed, and (8) lighting shall be directed away from 

neighboring residences. 

  

 Brenda Gann came forward and asked how many units would be allowed in the park,  will  it  be 

 seasonal or permanent, and what happens in 2020.  Mr. Iglesias stated there will be 42 units with  

 seasonal residents.  The plan is to construct condos by 2020. 

 

 Christine Howell stated she thought this area was an RV park several years ago and the City was  

 not happy with it.  Commissioner Gardner stated when the county was running the park,   it did  

 deteriorate,  but the French Canadians coming to the area have made a huge economic impact on  

 the City. Commissioner Gardner stated that she feels our Code of Ordinances will put a stop to 

 anything that might not be pleasing in the area. 

 

ORDINANCE 

 

 6. Ordinance No. 2013-06 – First Reading – The City is required to have an ordinance regulating 

non-storm water discharges to the City’s Storm Drainage System as a requirement of our NPDES 

Permit and helps to protect the health, safety and general welfare of our residents.  City Attorney 

Schoech has reviewed this ordinance.  City Manager Perry read Ordinance No. 2013-06 by title.   

   

  Commissioner Gardner made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Pittman, to 

approve the Ordinance No. 2013-06 on first reading and set the final reading and 

Public Hearing for September 16, 2013. 4 yeas, 0 nays.  Commissioner Richard 

Miller was absent.  
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MISCELLANEOUS ACTION AND DISCUSSION ITEMS  
 

7.    Request for Reduction of Code Violation Lien Assessment and Discussion of Forgiveness of 

Penalty and Interest on Sewer Project Lien for Mary Jackson, 215 Margaret Street. The 

Special Magistrate heard this case on August 31 and recommends a reduction of the assessment 

from $18,750 to $5,000.  Ms. Jackson also requests that the Commission consider reducing the 

interest (3,241.11) and/or penalty (4,746.76) of the sewer lien on the property as she would like 

to sell it.  The Commission asked City Attorney Schoech if they were allowed to make reductions 

in these areas.  City Attorney Schoech stated the one thing they could not reduce was the 

principal and Ms. Jackson is not asking for a principal reduction.  The Commission can reduce 

interest and penalty if they choose.  Commissioner Gardner stated she is not in favor of reducing 

the interest or penalty on the sewer project, but she would agree to the reduction in the code 

violation assessment.  Commissioner Gardner does not feel it is in the best interest of the City to 

reduce the interest or penalty.  Commissioner Pittman stated it would be an improvement if the 

property was sold and possibly get it rented.  He stated he would be willing to consider waiving 

some of the penalty to help get the sale of the property through.   

 

  Commissioner Pittman made a motion to reduce the Code Violation assessment 

to $5,000, charge the interest of $3,241.11, and reduce the penalty to $1,758.89, 

on the sewer lien, making a total due of $10,000, plus principal, with the closing 

of the property within 90 days.  

 

  Motion died for lack of a second. 

      

     Commissioner Rodriguez stated he would recommend reducing the Code Violation assessment to  

     $3,500. 

 

  Commissioner Pittman made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Rodriguez,  

to reduce the Code Violation assessment to $5,000, charge the interest of 

$3,241.11, and reduce the penalty to $1,758.89, on the sewer lien, making a total 

due of $10,000, plus principal, with the sale and closing on the property within 90 

days.  If the property is not sold within 90 days, the motion will be rescinded.  

Vote 3 yeas, 1 nay.  Commissioner Gardner voted nay.  Commissioner Richard 

Miller was absent. 
  

8.   Clewiston Sikes Building Lease – This revised lease reflects the Commission’s approval of a 

five year lease for the Sikes Building, with the right to review the rental rate in three years.   

  

  Commissioner Gardner made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Pittman, to 

approve the Clewiston Sikes (correct spelling) Building lease and authorize the 

Mayor to sign. 4 yeas, 0 nays.  Commissioner Richard Miller was absent.  

 

 9. Departmental Monthly Reports – Presented by information only.  

     

   PUBLIC COMMENTS - At this time, any person will be allowed to speak on any matter that  

   pertains to City business. 

  

   Commissioner Gardner introduced Electa Saker who is the new Executive Director of the Chamber  

   of  Commerce.  Electa invited everyone to the “meet and greet” at the Chamber on Tuesday. 

 

   Mercedes Vary and Brenda Holcomb (ACFC) stated they are still in need of volunteers for building 

the new park September 25 - 29.  They also still need about $10,000 to complete the project.  ACFC 

also stated they have some mulch and gravel that needs to be delivered and asked if a road might be 

closed so they could store it on the pavement.   There was discussion on closing a road, but no 

decision was made.  Commissioner Pittman asked that the exact amount left in the Voluntary Rec 

fund be available at the next meeting, so the Commission could make a decision on a donation to the 

park at the September meeting. 

 

   COMMENTS FROM FINANCE DIRECTOR - None 

 

   COMMENTS FROM CITY MANAGER - None 
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COMMENTS FROM THE CITY ATTORNEY – City Attorney Schoech stated that Buchanan 

Services’ attorney, Ms. Caridad, has asked if the City would forego the hearing and accept the deed 

to the property.  Mr. Schoech stated there is $18,000 worth of taxes due on the property, but he 

recommends that we accept the property to stop the litigation costs.  Mr. Schoech stated he felt the 

City would prevail on this case, but the costs would go up considerably.  Mr. Schoech stated that the 

City should do a Phase 1 Environmental inspection of the property before accepting the offer.   

 

  Commissioner Gardner made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Pittman, to 

settle the Buchanan Services lawsuit and accept the deed to the property 

contingent upon a Phase 1 Environmental inspection. 4 yeas, 0 nays.  

Commissioner Richard Miller was absent.  

 

COMMENTS FROM THE CITY COMMISSION – Commissioner Gardner asked if other cities 

make additional notifications on code enforcement violations.  City Attorney Schoech stated after the 

lien is filed, he does not know of any entity that continues to notify the property owner.  

Commissioner Rodriguez stated there are several properties that have the meter running, and we 

should inform them that the Commission is not going to continue to lower the assessments.  Mr. 

Schoech stated that a 30, 60, or 90 day notice could be sent.  Staff will look into the possibility of 

sending additional notices.  Commissioner Pittman asked about the Utility Director applicants and 

asked for an update on the golf course sign. City Manager Perry stated he intends to look at the 

applications this week.  City Engineer Perry stated there is a design for the sign and we need to make 

sure it is structurally sound before moving forward.  It was suggested that a picture of the sign be 

posted at the golf course for comments.  Commissioner Rodriguez stated that he would like to add 

some off premises parking on the west side, next to the Clewiston Inn, of his property.  He would 

like direction from the Commission on how he should proceed with the project and that he is willing 

to pay for it.  Commissioner Rodriguez asked about the repaving by Florida City Gas of the alley 

behind Dixie Fried Chicken.  He wants to see the alley put back in new condition, like it was before 

they worked there.  Public Works Director Scheffler stated he agrees and he did put Florida City 

Gas’s contractor on notice that the City was looking at having them repave the ally.   

 

City Engineer Perry passed out copies of the new flood map and stated this will be a change for the 

residents of Clewiston as most of the City is now in a flood zone.  He stated if the Corp of Engineers 

would certify the levee, this would all change, but they have said they will not certify it.  There will 

be a meeting at the John Boy Auditorium on September 17 to discuss the flood maps. 

 

ADJOURNMENT – 6:50 p.m. 

 

 

       

              ________________________ 

                                                                                                            Phillip Roland, Mayor 

 

 

__________________________ 

 Marilyn McCorvey, City Clerk 


